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l yJSMABXS 

Applicants acknowledge receipt of ±e Office Action dated May 24, 2005. In that action 
the Examiner entered a restriction requirement as to Group I (claims 1-5 and 6-8), Group II 
(claims 9-20), Group III (claims 21-24), Gioup IV (claims 25-26) or Group V (claims 27-3(2). 

With this Office Action Response, Applicants withdraw claims 1-8 and 21-32 (in response 
to the restriction requirement), and amend cliiim 21 . 
h AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECHFICATION 

With this Response, Applicants ame:id paragraph [0044] to more fiilly note in the equation 
that K is the tool constant, and the not the equation number. No new. matter is added, 
n. RESTIUCnONREQUIREMEN^r 

Applicants hereby elect to prosecuie the group designated by the Examiner as Group n 
(claims 9-20). This election is without traverse as to claims 25-32; however, Applicants 
respectfully traverse the restriction with respect to claims 1-8 and 21-24. 

The Manual of Patent Examining Pi ocedures (MPEP) states: 

If the search and examination of an entire application can be made without serious 
burden, the examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it includes 
claims to independent or distinct inventions. 

(MPEP, Section 803 (emphasis added)). A]:>plicants respectfully submit that there will be no series 

additional burden on the Examiner to examine claims 1-8 and 21*24. For example, claim 9 (in 

elected Group II) requires: 

A resistivity tool having a length, comprising: 

a current source at a first location ale tig said length; 

a current return at a second location ;:;long said length; 

a monitor electrode, said monitor elei:1rode at a third location along said length, said 
third location not between said first location and said second location. 

Thus, the Examiner, in examining Group ![, must search for art that teaches a monitor electrode 
at a third location, and "said third location r ot between said first location and said second location." 
This search, by its very nature, overlaps ^vith the search that may be required with respect to 
claim lof Group I, which requires: 
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An apparatus comprising: 

a first current source current return (CSCR) pair, the current return being at a 
distance X from the current source, to receive current from the current 

source; and; 

a monitor electrode disposed at a disiiance Y from the current return, said distance Y 
greater than or equal to the d [stance X, to monitor the current transmitted by 
the current source. 

If Y is greater than X, the monitor electrode will be at a third location not between the current 
source and current return. The search wil h respect to elected Group II is the same search that 
would have to be done with respect to aspects of Group I, and thus presents no serious additional 
burden to examiner Group I in addition to Group IL 

Moreover, claim 21 from non-elected Group III requires: 
A method comprising: 

transmitting a current from a first current source; 

receiving at least part of the current ;:it a first current return, said first current return disposed 

remotely from the first current source; and 
measuring a first voltage at a mor.itor electrode, said monitor electrode disposed more 

remotely fit)m the first current source than said first current return. 

Again, a search with respect to elected Group II requires searching for art that teaches a monitor 
electrode at a third location, and "said thuti location not between said first location and said second 
location." Here too, the search with respe;;t to elected Group II is the same search required for 
claim 21 from non-elected Group III, and ihus no serious additional burden exists to search and 
examine the Group III claims 
in. CONCLUSION 

Applicants respectfully request allowance of the pending claims and a timely Notice of 
Allowance be issued in this case. If the Examiner feels that a telephone conference would 
expedite the resolution of this case, he is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned. 
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If any fees are inadvertently omitted or if any additional fees are required or have been 
overpaid; please appropriately charge or credit those fees to Conley Rose, P.C. Deposit Account 
Number 03-2769, 

Respectfully submitted^ 




'Mark E. Scott 
PTOReg. No. 43,100 
CONLEY ROSE, P.C. 
701 Brazos, Suite 500 
Austin, TX 78701 
(512)390-9182 (Phone) 
(713) 320-9181 (Fax) 
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